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The Sundarbans, a dense forest. It is the largest mangrove forest in the world. There are different
kinds of mangrove plants in the Sundarbans such as Sundori, Goran, Gewa etc. Chirping of birds,
jumping of deers, running of otter, dancing of monkeys, roaring of tigers, playing of dolphins,
movements of different kinds and coloured fishes, fighting of shrimps, hiding and seeking of crabs
go on continuously in this forest. Royal Bengal Tiger is the king of this forest.

Many big and small rivers such as the Boleshwor, the Shela, the Poshur, the Kalindi etc. flow
across this forest and fall into the Bay of Bengal. Three types of dolphins live in this water
kingdom- Irrawaddy dolphin, Ganges river's dolphin and Indo-pacific humpback dolphin.
[rrawaddy is the Queen of this water kingdom. Finless porpoise also live in this kingdom. There are
also many kinds of fish such as crab, sea horse, ﬁuﬂ"er, half beak, shrimp, shark, catfish, tonguesole,
sawfish, batagur terrapin etc.
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Irrawaddy loves her kingdom heart and soul. While the fishes of different colours swim in groups,
she feels happy.

Crocodile is the commander of this water kingdom. The King of forest and the Queen of water both
like him.

Beside this kingdom, there are many small villages. Most of the people of these villages are
fishermen. They spend their time by fishing. Many people live on collecting honey. Their
livelihood mostly depends on the Sundarbans.Tuni is a girl of such a fisherman family. She wishes
to have boat riding with her father. She wants to play with the animals of the forest and make
friendship with the fishes of the rivers. But her mother does not allow her rather she says that there
are much troubles and dangerous animals. But Tuni doesn’t believe her words. Murmurings of
water, jumping of the fishes attract her. It seems to her that they are her better friends than Mukta
and Shefhali who live in the same village.
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One morning, she came to the bank of a river without taking permission from her mother. Suddenly
she noticed some accumulated water and mud. She saw some animals with big eye looking at her
from water. As soon as she tried to reach them, they went under water.

Tuni shouted and asked, "Hey, where did you go? Come, come here, I want to make friendship with
you; we will play and dance together....." On that time she saw a big eyed animal near to her. Tuni
looked at it with wonder. She asked, "Who are you?" It said,"l am mudskipper, the messenger of
this water kingdom. Who are you little girl? I've never seen you before."

Tuni- I'm Tuni. I live in that village. I want to visit your Kingdom. But I do not know how to go.
Will you be my friend? Will you take me to your Kingdom?

Mudskipper- Ok. We are friend since now. Let me take permission from our Queen first, then I will
take you to our kingdom.
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The mudskipper went to the Queen and told her about Tuni's wish in detail.

The Queen Irrawaddy said- Guests are never dishonored in the water kingdom. I myself will go to
take her. Then she went with the mudskipper to take Tuni. The Queen Irrawaddy came out from
water.

The Queen Irrawaddy called to Tuni, "Hey little girl, I heard that you are willing to visit my
Kingdom! Come and sit on my back. I will take you to visit my kingdom.

Tuni became surprised after seeing the Queen Irrawaddy. Tuni asked- who are you?
Irrawaddy- I'm Queen Irrawaddy. Queen of this water kindom.

After hearing from Irrawaddy, Tuni became confident. Then she sat on her back and Trrawaddy
took her under the water.

Tuni began to see everything with interest. She did not know that plant can grow under the water.
She saw the swimming of different colored fishes. She saw some small insects like animal floating.
They do not look like fish, they do not have fins. They can't swim well. Tuni asked Irrawaddy-
Who are they?
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[rrawaddy said- They are Zooplankton. They can't swim well. They just drift with water. Fish and
other aquatic animals consume them for living.

Tuni said- What do these Zooplankton eat?

Irrawaddy replied- Look the greenish color of water. There are some microscopic green plants.
These are called Phytoplankton. These are the feeds for those Zooplankton. These are also feeds for
fishes. These feeds can't be produced if the aquatic environment is disturbed.

Tuni saw a fish with a round belly swimming around slowly. Tuni said to this fish- You are very
lazy. Come and play with me. When Tuni went to touch it, it swelled its belly like a balloon.Tuni
became surprised. Then the mudskipper said that it is a Puffer fish. When someone tries to disturb,
it defends itself by swelling its belly.

While the groups of Chanda fish were swimming around, the water kingdom was looking so
beautiful. Tuni saw something like snake. She asked- Are they snake?
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The Queen Irrawaddy said- No. Although they look like snake but they are not. They are Eel fish.

Pointing the animals which look like horse, Tuni asked Irrawaddy- Are they also fish? The Queen
Irrawaddy said- Yes, they are also one kind of fish. They are called Sea horse.

Tuni was passing very good times by seeing the playing of fishes. She, suddenly, remembered that
a long time had already been spent and mother might have been very worried for her. She asked
Irrawaddy to take her back to the 1and.

The Queen said- Ok, but you will have to come again friend. Tuni said= Of course, I will come.
Then I will stay all day long with you. After saying this Tuni took leavefrom the Queen Irrawaddy
and the Mudskipper.

Many days have been spent. One day the messenger, Mudskipper was walking on the mud. In the

meantime a red crab came to the Mudskipper and said- "Convey a'message to your Queen that the
King Royal Bengal Tiger wants to meet her immediately".
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As soon as the Queen received this message, she pushed onward to meet the king. After coming near to the king.
She saw that the King is standing along with his commander with worried face.

Queen Irrawaddy: Would you tell me something your Excellency, it seems to be an urgent call!

King:Hmm. There is a very bad news, that's why I sent you an urgent call. You know that I walk around the
whole forest to see the condition of my subjects. But some naughty people with coloured dress are not letting us
stay peacefully. They are cutting down the trees of this forest. Deer, snakes, birds, monkeys are losing their
shelter. Batagur terrapin, Masked Finfoot are almost finished. Due to dirt-waste the river water is gettin
olluted. As a result number of fishes are getting reduced. In past when I roared, the people get frightened an
eft the place, but now they bring something with a long nose and I become afraid of its sound.

Queen Irrawaddy: Very bad situation!
King: Stay safe. They are also polluting your water kingdom.

Queen Irrawaddy:Mens are our friends. They come to visit our kingdom too. Trees protect them from storms and
give them woods. Fishes give them foods. Why would they harm us?

King:All men are not bad. Some mischievous and unconscious people are responsible for our trouble. The King
returned to the forest.
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The Queen Irrawaddy went under the water. She could not understand that what she should do, how
she would protect this forest and water kingdom.

The Queen Irrawaddy called a meeting to warn all. She informed all of the King's anxiety.

The Queen advised the commander Crocodile to be more attentive in his duty instead of sleeping
all day long.

After hearing the news from (?lueen lrrawaddg, Catfish said- I will hide under the mud and will
inject my spine into their feet, they even won't be able to come near to us.

Ray said- Don't worry at all, if they come, I will hurt them with my back spine, then they will
suffer.

Hammer-headed Shark said- I will watch the whole kingdom with my wide-set eyes.
After hearing everything, the Queen Irrawaddy became assured and said, "Men are our friends

except those some dishonest people. So if we all stay together, they won't be able to harm us. But if
they do not harm us, we will never harm them."
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After that they began to spend their times according to their wishes.

At one night all animals of water woke up suddenly. A strange matter hapEened. None of them
could take breath. No one understood what happened. Such an incident never happened before.

The Queen Irrawaddy saw that the surroundings became blackish. She came out the water and saw
that a big oil tanker turned down and oil was spreading over the whole water kingdom and
washing away into the forest with tidal flow. The commander crocodile escaped from the water and
took shelter in the land of forest to save his own life.

All other animals also began to flee randomly. But they were not used to live in any other kingdom
except the water kingdom. Still they kept mnnin%l. Some of them dived into the deep water where
the oil can't reach. It was the worst condition for the Mudskipper and Fiddler crabs.

The Queen Irrawaddy didn't leave keeping her helpless subjects behind, how can she leave in such
miserable condition!
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In the next morning, the villagers came near that tanker. Tuni was also with them. They saw many dead fishes
and crabs floating on the water. She saw a half-dead dolphin also floating. She startled and said- here is the
Queen Irrawaddy!

None but Tuni knew her. She ran after her and hold the Queen. The moribund Queen told Tuni- "We never
wanted to harm you, but why didn't you let us survive? If you harm the forest and pollute the waterin this way,
you will not be able to survive."

Tuni started crying and shouted to the villagers, saying "Friends come sharp; we will have to clean the dirty
water. My all friends of water are going to die! After hearing this, her all friends ran to her. Some came with the
old sharees of their mothers, some came with mosquito nets. They all tried heart and soul to filtrate the oil to
clean water. But, Alas! The Queen Irrawaddy already died.

Tuni began to scream and said "Don't destroy the Sundarbans and don't pollute the water. Let the animals of the
forest and the water survive. They are our friends,they are friends of the nature too."
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